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Adult Safety Net (ASN) Program



May 2003 – Present 

18 Years of Service

• Initial inception - Hepatitis B initiative

• Past – served uninsured and underinsured adults. 

• Currently – Increase access to vaccination services in Texas for 
uninsured adults.

• Currently supplies adult vaccines at no cost to a network of 607 
providers

• The ASN Program has evolved into one of the major factors in 
improving adult vaccination rates in Texas today.

Adult Safety Net (ASN) Program



Uninsured Adults 18-64 Years of Age 

*Source: 2018 Small Area Health Insurance Estimates Program, US Census Bureau

Uninsured Adults 18-64 Years of Age in Texas

PHR Population Uninsured % Uninsured

1 500,662 115,557 23.1%

2/3 5,156,289 1,162,676 22.5%

4/5N 843,984 206,611 24.5%

6/5S 4,609,425 1,125,512 24.4%

7 2,178,843 406,177 18.6%

8 1,777,737 390,248 22.0%

9/10 882,627 237,825 26.9%

11 1,271,071 462,129 36.4%

Texas 17,220,682 4,106,735 23.8%



Adult Immunization Coverage Levels 
2018, 2019 and 2020 Texas BRFSS

Vaccine
Coverage Level (%)

2018 2019 2020

Adult Flu: 18 - 64 22.2 34.4 38.5

Adult Flu: 65+ 45.2 64.0 64.5

Any Tetanus Containing   
Vaccine

62.6 65.5 Not Included in 2020

Tetanus, diphtheria, and 
pertussis (Tdap)

28.6 26.3 Not Included in 2020

Pneumococcal: 18+ 28.7 33.1 29.7

Pneumococcal: 65+ 71.3 71.1 70.8

HPV: 1 or more doses 15.3 17.6 Not Included in 2020

HPV: All Doses 49.7 44.1 Not Included in 2020

Hepatitis B: All Doses 50.8 48.5 Not Included in 2020

Meningococcal 35.2 Not Included in 2019 Not Included in 2020

Zoster (Shingles): 50+ 25.7 29.3 31.6



Eligible facilities:

• Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC)

• Rural Health Center (RHC)

• Local Health Department

• State Health Department

ASN Program Website: https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/ASN/

Adult Safety Net (ASN) Program

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/ASN/


ASN Program vaccines currently available:

• Hepatitis A

• Hepatitis B 

• Combination Hepatitis A/B 

• HPV 9 

• MMR 

• Meningococcal Conjugate (MCV4)

• Pneumococcal 13 (PCV13)

• Pneumococcal 23 (PPSV23)

• Tetanus, Diphtheria, and acellular Pertussis (Td and Tdap) 

Effective September 2021, the recombinant zoster vaccine (Shingrix) is no 
longer offered under the Adult Safety Net (ASN) Program.

Adult Safety Net (ASN) Program 
Formulary



Adult Doses Administered by DSHS 
PHR Jan-Aug 2020 and 2021

PHR 2020 2021

1 2,138                    2,486               

2 1,266                    1,714               

3 14,888                   21,583             

4 3,313                    4,144               

5 2,099                    2,696               

6 9,762                    13,257             

7 17,192                   23,163             

8 1,999                    2,797               

9 1,643                    2,498               

10 4,257                    5,814               

11 14,344                   19,082             

COH 11,569                   15,130             

SAM 3,274                    4,651               

Total 87,744                     119,015            



Adult Doses Ordered by DSHS PHR 
Jan-Aug 2020 and 2021

PHR 2020 2021

1 2,118                    3,731               

2 1,891                    2,592               

3 15,226                   28,442             

4 4,090                    5,645               

5 2,659                    3,232               

6 10,312                   15,003             

7 23,498                   29,654             

8 2,718                    4,150               

9 1,563                    3,175               

10 4,336                    6,740               

11 14,847                   24,020             

COH 11,036                   14,765             

SAM 3,813                    5,107               

Total 98,107                     146,256            



Adult Doses Wasted by DSHS PHR 
Jan-Aug 2020 and 2021

PHR 2020 Wasted Doses 2020 Total Cost 2021 Wasted Doses 2021 Total Cost

1 435 $35,453.61 783 $51,880.78

2 475 $33,874.96 788 $53,224.01

3 751 $49,836.61 1,472 $101,023.15

4 520 $41,550.82 814 $57,620.55

5 378 $28,963.54 656 $49,314.55

6 907 $43,588.46 2,165 $141,564.24

7 1,259 $93,335.64 3,197 $226,360.72

8 552 $42,446.80 1,505 $98,795.22

9 193 $16,368.60 529 $40,118.59

10 288 $22,636.90 455 $31,814.87

11 470 $33,074.64 1,600 $104,260.90

COH 834 $40,411.21 1,272 $89,145.45

SAM 294 $19,642.16 1,010 $67,390.08

Total 7,356 $501,183.96 16,246 $1,112,513.09



Adult Safety Net (ASN) Program 
Benefits

As an ASN Program provider, you gain a variety of benefits including:

• Adult vaccine supplied to you at no cost.

• Providers may charge an administration fee of up to $25 per vaccine 
but must not turn away anyone who is unable to pay this fee.

• Training and education are provided for your staff at no cost.

• Access to a free automated vaccine ordering and reporting system.

• Ability to provide vaccines to your patients who may not otherwise 
have access to them.

All sites enrolled in the ASN Program must also be enrolled in 
ImmTrac2.



Adult Safety Net (ASN) Program 
Enrollment

1. Verify that you meet the provider eligibility requirements

2. Complete ImmTrac2 enrollment and obtain your Organization Code.

3. Complete the Vaccine Education Online web-based training course 
and submit the certificate of completion

4. Complete Module 10 (Vaccine Storage and Handling) and Module 16 
(Vaccines for Children) of the CDC You Call The Shots Training and 
submit certificates of completion.

5. Complete and submit the Provider Agreement Form.

6. Agree to screen for patient eligibility and maintain screening records

7. Agree to maintain vaccine safety and inventory

https://www.vaccineeducationonline.org/login/index.php
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/youcalltheshots.html
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4882745/TVFC-and-ASN-Program-NEW-Enrollments


Adult Influenza Vaccine Initiative 
(AIVI)



Adult Influenza Vaccination Initiative (AIVI) Goal:

To increase adult influenza immunization rates and vaccine accessibility 
in Texas through: 

• Promoting influenza vaccination coverage for uninsured adult 
populations as a critical part of preventing the comorbidity of COVID-
19 and influenza.

• Current ASN Program providers eligible to expand formulary.

• Increasing access to the influenza immunization through:
• Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHC)
• Rural Health Centers (RHC)
• DSHS Regional and Local Health Departments

CDC Adult Influenza Vaccine Initiative



The CDC is providing one-time opportunity of 125,000+ doses of adult 
influenza vaccine for Texas to support initiative activities.

• Ordering opportunity only available to ASN Program providers. 

• Patient eligibility - uninsured adult populations (19 years and older)

• Vaccines can now be ordered through the Electronic Vaccine Inventory 
(EVI) system and based on quantity requested doses.
• Vaccine will be ordered in VAOS once system is live (eta - January 2022).

• Providers must report inventory and doses administered through EVI.

• An administrative fee of $10/dose may be charged to patients; 
however, services must not be denied due to the patient’s inability to 
pay the administration fee.

CDC Adult Influenza Vaccine Initiative



• AIVI vaccines are not meant to replace/supplant existing flu programs. 

• All AIVI and adult influenza doses should be reported to ImmTrac2 
(with adult consent).

All sites enrolled in ASN must also be enrolled in ImmTrac2 to 
participate in the Adult Influenza Vaccine Initiative (AIVI).

CDC Adult Influenza Vaccine Initiative



• Coadministration of all recommended vaccines is vital to increase the probability for 
individuals to be fully vaccinated at the appropriate age.

• Flu and COVID-19 vaccines can be co-administered at the same visit, as recommended 
by CDC and its Advisory Committee on Immunizations Practices (ACIP).

• Both flu and COVID-19 vaccines have been shown to reduce illness, hospitalizations, 
and deaths.

• When administering flu and COVID-19 vaccines during the same clinical visit, two 
different injection sites should be used, at least one inch apart from each other.

• If COVID-19 vaccines are administered at the same time as flu vaccines which 
might be more likely to cause a local injection site reaction (e.g., adjuvanted or 
high-dose inactivated influenza vaccines), the two should be administered in 
different limbs, if possible.

• CDC has extensive guidance for health care providers on coadministration of 
vaccines.

Promoting Coadministration 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fcovid-19%2Finfo-by-product%2Fclinical-considerations.html#Coadministration
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/administer-vaccines.html#multiple-injections


Standards for Adult 
Immunization Practices



ASSESS

Immunization needs

RECOMMEND

All recommended adult 
vaccines

ADMINISTER/REFER

To community 
vaccinators/medical home

DOCUMENT

Using Texas Immunization 
Registry

Standards for Adult Immunization 
Practices



ASSESS immunization needs of all adults.

• Stay informed about the latest CDC recommendations. 

• Implement 

• Protocols to ensure the adult vaccine needs are routinely reviewed. 

• Provide reminders about needed vaccines. 

• A system that collects information on current/new patients to monitor 
immunization status such as the Texas Immunization Registry, ImmTrac2. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-practice/standards/index.html

Assess

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-practice/standards/index.html


RECOMMEND all vaccines.

• Explain the benefits of vaccines and potential costs of getting the 
disease they protect against.

• Provide tailored materials.

• Highlight positive experiences.

• Implement strategies to provide reminders for missed or due soon 
vaccines.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-practice/standards/index.html

Recommend

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-practice/standards/index.html


Be prepared:

• Up-to-date with all Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 
(ACIP) recommended adult immunizations

ACIP Adult Immunization Schedule

• General immunization recommendations 

• Medical conditions with recommended vaccines for each condition

• Footnotes that provide additional explanation for spacing of 
vaccines 

• Contraindications and precautions 

• Information to report adverse events

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-practice/standards/index.html

Adult Immunization 
Recommendations

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-practice/standards/index.html


2021 Adult Recommended Immunization 
Schedule

*Source: CDC Recommended Adult Immunization Schedule for ages 19 years or older, United States, 2021

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/adult.html#table-age


2021 Adult Recommended Immunization 
Schedule, by Medical Condition

*Source: CDC Recommended Adult Immunization Schedule by Medical Condition and Other Indications, United States, 2021

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/adult-conditions.html


ADMINISTER needed vaccines.

• Make vaccination services as convenient as possible.

• Train and education staff on vaccine administration.

• Properly store and handle vaccines

• Distribute Vaccine Information Statements (VIS) to patients.

• Be aware and prepared for potential adverse reactions.
• Report to VAERS

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-practice/standards/index.html

Administer/Refer

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-practice/standards/index.html


REFER adults to community vaccinators or their medical home for 
immunization services.

• Coordinate with community vaccinators to offer onsite vaccination 
services.

Vaccine Referral Options:

• Pharmacies

• Medical Home

• State or Local Health Departments

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-practice/standards/index.html

Administer/Refer

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-practice/standards/index.html


DOCUMENT immunization histories using the Texas Immunization 
Registry, ImmTrac2.

• A repository of immunization histories for:

• Texas children & adults

• Texas first responders 

• Disaster-related participants, such as displaced residents during 
Hurricane Harvey

• Helps healthcare professionals know which vaccines have been 
received.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-practice/standards/index.html

Document

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-practice/standards/index.html


Adult Immunization ImmTrac2 
Reporting Levels

PHR  ASN Providers  Reporting to ImmTrac2  

PHR 1 30 16 

PHR 2/3 96 52 

PHR 4/5N 52 20 

PHR 6/5S 115 69 

PHR 7 111 45 

PHR 8 82 29 

PHR 9/10 52 38 

PHR 11 72 54 

Total  610  323  

 



Why use Texas Immunization Registry?

• Consolidates vaccination records in one location.

• Ensures necessary vaccine series are completed.

• Reduces chances for unnecessary doses of vaccines or missed 
opportunities.

• Provides reminder and recall options.

• Provides a personal immunization record of received vaccines.

Texas Immunization Registry



Adult Safety Net (ASN)

Email: ASNInfo@dshs.texas.gov

ASN Program Website: https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/ASN/

Phone: (800) 252-9152

Adult Influenza Vaccine Initiative (AIVI)

Email: AdultFluProgram@dshs.texas.gov

Phone: (800) 252-9152

Texas Immunization Registry, ImmTrac2

Email: ImmTrac2@dshs.texas.gov

ImmTrac2 Program Website: https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/immtrac/

Phone: (800) 348-9158

Contact Information

mailto:ASNInfo@dshs.texas.gov
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/ASN/
mailto:AdultFluProgram@dshs.texas.gov
mailto:ImmTrac2@dshs.texas.gov
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/immtrac/


Thank you!


